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Keynote Speaker
Dr. Johan Luthman

Prior to Eisai, Johan was VP at Merck Inc leading translational medicine and 
biomarker activities in neuroscience. Before then, Johan was CEO at GeNeuro SA, 
Geneva, during its build-up phase. Prior to GeNeuro, Johan was SVP &amp; 
Therapy Area Head of Neurology, Immunology & Inflammation Research at 
MerckSerono S.A, Geneva. Johan began his pharmaceutical career in 1991 at 
Astra/AstraZeneca, Sweden, where he held various R&D leadership positions in 
both discovery and early development.

Johan studied medicine and dentistry at the Karolinska Institute, Stockholm. In 
parallel with clinical practice, he obtained a Ph.D in Neurobiology in 1989. He 
continued as a research fellow in Pharmacology &amp; Psychiatry at the University 
of Colorado. Johan was subsequently appointed associate professor in 
Neurobiology at Karolinska Institute and professor in Pharmacology at the 
University of Chile, Santiago. He obtained business training at SIMI, Copenhagen 
and Thunderbird &amp; MIT/Sloan Management Institute, Cambridge, MA. 

Johan has published ~100 peer-reviewed scientific papers. During his years in 
industry, Johan has been engaged in numerous public-private pre-competitive 
consortia efforts and acts as a reviewer for funding agencies and scientific journals.

Dr. Johan Luthman is EVP & 
Head of R&D at H. Lundbeck 
A/S since 1 March 2019. At 
Lundbeck he is overseeing drug 
discovery and drug 
development functions, 
including medical affairs and is 
focusing on expanding 
Lundbeck’s pipeline of 
transformative medicines for 
brain diseases across all clinical 
phases through external and 
internal innovation. 

Before joining Lundbeck, Johan 
was SVP & Head of Clinical 
Development, Neurology 
Business Group, at Eisai 
Pharmaceuticals, where he 
engaged in programs from 
preclinical development to 
Phase 4 studies with current 
programs in Alzheimer’s disease 
and other dementing disorders, 
such as dementia with Lewy 
bodies, epilepsy, sleep disorders 
and obesity. 
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Zoom Link

https://columbiauniversity.zoom.us/j/91324803263


About Columbia Synapse 

Conference Organizers
Vish Rao, Bertina Kudrin, Sam Dhanani, Edmund 
Shen, Patrick Bosco, Annalise Dati, Viviana Evans

Columbia Synapse, a chapter of Synapse National, is a 
New York City-based service organization guided by 

principles of neuroscience, community, and advocacy 
for the community of individuals with brain injury. 

The group draws from a wide network of resources to 
organize a diverse cohort of programs that cultivate 
community for the community of individuals with 

acquired brain injury (ABI) and a greater 
understanding of brain injury for Columbia University 

and New York.
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Columbia Synapse 
Executive Board

Shariq Jumani
Founder/President Linghao Kong

Co-Vice President of 
Events

Vivian Zhao
Co-Vice President of 

Fundraising

Chinmayi Balusu
Co-Vice President of 

Events

Alyssa Sales
Co-Vice President of 

Marketing & Research

Jeffrey Xiong
Co-Vice President of 

Marketing & Research

Wadzi Mayiseni
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Vice President of 
Communications
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Fundraising
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Vice President of 

Peer Buddy Program
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She earned a Master of Science in 
Healthcare Policy and Management from 
the New School in NY to become an 
advocate for progressive reform and 
health equity. As a spokeswoman and 
lobbyist, Cara attended Congressional 
Brain Injury Awareness Day in 
Washington DC to advocate and educate 
about gender-based disparity in medical 
research, access to healthcare, and policy 
design. She is committed to the mission 
of PINK Concussions to increase 
awareness, medical research and effective 
treatment of women and girls who 
experience mild to severe TBI caused by 
sports, intimate partner violence, 
accidents or military service. 

As a representative of Pink Concussions, 
Cara has given presentations and 
interviews at medical conferences 
including the International World Brain 
Injury Congress in Toronto, the NIH 
Workshop on Female Brain Injury and 
the Federal Interagency Conference on 
TBI. Recently she was honored by the 
Brain Injury Association of New York 
State and received the 2020 Victory 
Award.

Pink Concussions
Cara M. Ferber, MS

Katherine Price Snedaker, LCSW

Katherine Price Snedaker, LCSW is a brain 
injury professional, therapist, researcher, 
brain injury survivor and parent of a child with 
a brain injury. She is the Executive Director 
and Founder of PINK Concussions pursuing 
the mission to drive change and innovation to 
develop sex/gender-appropriate, 
evidence-based research approaches on 
identification, management and support of 
women and girls with brain injuries.  
Katherine conducts research studies and 
facilitates ongoing support groups for women, 
young women, veterans, and 
caregivers/parents as well as medical 
professionals.                      

Katherine has produced seven International 
Summits on female brain injury and presented 
on sex differences for prominent healthcare 
organizations such as the International Brain 
Injury Association, the American Academy of 
Neurology, the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs VA and the Defense and 
Veterans Brain Injury Center DVBIC. Her 
accomplishments and leadership of PINK 
Concussions has received extensive media 
coverage. She has been recognized for her 
valuable impact with the Brain Injury Alliance 
of Connecticut’s Education and Awareness 
Award and the Darien/Norwalk YWCA’s 
Woman of Distinction Award in 2019.
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Cara M. Ferber, MS 
is the Advocacy and 
Policy Director of 
PINK Concussions, 
a 501c3 non-profit 
for female brain 
injury caused by 
sport, domestic 
violence/assault, 
accidents or 
military service. 



Lecture Schedule (1/13) 

Time Event

12:00 - 
1:30

Synapse Introduction and Dr. 
Luthman’s Keynote 

*note this is a different zoom link than the rest of 
the lectures on this page     

1:45 - 
2:30

Ray Ciancaglini 
Ciancaglini is a former professional boxer, award winning 
concussion awareness activist and established keynote speaker. His 
life story was featured nationally by ABC News and won New York 
Associated Press and New York News Publishers Awards.

2:45 - 
3:15

Lunch

3:15 - 
4:15

Pink Concussions Survivors Panel 
A panel of female brain injury survivors sharing their stories These 
amazing panelists share their experience, personal insights and 
advice targeted for the medical and research community. 

4:30 - 
5:15 

Nancy Bosnoian
The Founder and Chief Executive Officer of End No Sleep, Inc. an 
international NGO on a mission to help you get a good night’s sleep. 
Nancy is also a public speaker. She shares her experiences fleeing 
from war, finding a new home, learning to thrive.

5:30 - 
6:15

Marija Marinkovic 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker at Mount Sinai Hospital. She works 
in the Brain Injury Acute Rehabilitation Center with adults. Her 
workshop focuses on the basics of navigating insurance and 
healthcare services. 

Zoom Room 1
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Zoom 
Room 2

Time Event

2:00 - 
2:45

Minding Your Mind 
Jordan discusses mental health issues and 
disorders as a speaker for the non-profit 
organization, Minding Your Mind. He is a survivor 
of a suicide attempt during his senior year in high 
school and shares his powerful story of fighting 
depression and finding recovery.

4:45 - 
5:30

Dr. Lercher 
He is an assistant professor specializing in 
rehabilitation and physical medicine, with 
affiliations in Mount Sinai Morningside and 
Mount Sinai West, Mount Sinai Beth Israel, 
and the Mount Sinai Hospital 

5:45 - 
6:30

Dr. Logovinsky  
For the past 19 years Dr. Logovinsky has 
worked in the Pharmaceutical industry and has 
focused on the neuroscience therapeutic 
area.She has lead several large programs in 
Alzheimer’s disease. Her workshop focuses on 
understanding schizophrenia. 

Lecture Schedule (1/13) 
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Zoom 

Room 3

3:15 - 
4:00

Avi Edelman 
With over a decade of experience as an 
experiential educator, dialogue facilitator, and 
diversity and inclusion trainer, Edelman 
currently serves as Columbia University’s 
Associate Director of Multicultural Affairs and 
Manager of Diversity Education. His workshop 
focuses on disability justice. He will be joined 
by Sula Malina, a social worker, private 
consultant, and educator. They currently serve 
as a Psychotherapist in Training at The Gender 
& Sexuality Therapy Center while completing 
their MSW at Columbia School of Social Work. 

4:30 - 
5:30

Dr. Spagna
Dr. Spagna’s research focuses on the 
psychological and neural mechanisms of 
attention and cognition and consciousness, 
with a particular interest in 
crossmodal/supramodal (i.e. auditory and 
visual) interactions. His aim is to advance the 
understanding of biological and behavioral 
aspects of attention in healthy individuals and 
clinical populations, giving way to work on new 
behavioral and pharmacological interventions. 

5:45 - 
6:30

Dr. Agarwal
Dr. Agarwal is a neurointensivist in Columbia 
University’s Department of Neurology who 
pprovides care to patients with acute brain and 
spine injury. In addition to his regular practice, 
Dr. Agarwal  also runs an outcomes clinic on 
Friday afternoons for patients discharged from 
the Neurocritical Care Unit (NICU) at 
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/Columbia 
University Medical Center. He is currently 
involved in translational research studies on 
re-perfusion injury after cardiac arrests and 
massive strokes, as well as the longitudinal 
psychological and neurological progression of 
cardiac arrest survivors.

Lecture Schedule (1/13) 
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Lecture Schedule (1/14) 

Time Event

12:00 - 
12:30

Synapse Intro

12:30 - 
1:15

Dr. Bakhru
She is now an Assistant Clinical Professor at SUNY and is one of few 
physicians trained in  neuro-optometric rehabilitation therapy. Dr. 
Bakhru has evaluated hundreds of patients across the NYC metropolitan 
area with neurological trauma — be it from a concussion, neurosurgery, 
stroke or autoimmune disease.  She uses her expertise to create custom 
therapeutic protocols to rehabilitate these patients who suffer from 
debilitating visual symptoms such as light sensitivity, double vision and 
dizziness.  

1:30 - 
2:15

Minding Your Mind: Andrew 
Andrew had it all entering his senior year Andrew Onimus at 
Muhlenberg College. He was a starting defensive back for the football 
team, named captain of the track and field team, and already had a 
full-time position upon graduation with a large accounting firm in 
Philadelphia. However, an injury in the first game of the season and 
increasing pressure to perform caused drastic changes for him. Andrew 
lost his identity and began deeply struggling. After a visit to the ER, he 
was diagnosed with major clinical depression and severe anxiety, which 
was extremely difficult for him to accept.

With a strong support group behind him, Andrew and his family began 
taking the needed steps toward recovery. He took medication for his 
depression and anxiety and began both psychotherapy and cognitive 
behavioral therapy. As his life started to gradually improve, Andrew 
shared his story in spring of 2014 with many of his teammates, 
classmates, and friends in the hopes that it would help someone else. 

Zoom Room 1
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Lecture Schedule (1/14)

Zoom Room 1

Time Event

3:00 - 
3:45

Pink Concussions Neuroscience 
Panel

Dr. Maheen Mausoof Adamson is Clinical Research Senior 
Scientific Director for Headache Center of Excellence at 
Rehabilitation Services, VA Palo Alto and Clinical Associate 
Professor (affiliated) at Department of Neurosurgery, Stanford 
School of Medicine. Dr. Adamson’s expertise and interests span 
employing translational neuroscience methodologies for diagnostic 
and neuromodulation treatments (such as repetitive Transcranial 
Magnetic Stimulation (rTMS)) for frequent health problems in 
patients with Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), psychiatric problems, 
and Alzheimer's disease. She has employed advanced structural and 
functional imaging modalities and biomarker assessments in 
Veteran, active military and civilian populations with these health 
problems. She has been a leader in identifying gender differences in 
brain injury, particularly in the Veteran population. 

Lynne Becker is a biostatistician and epidemiologist with 25 years’ 
experience in clinicals trials. She’s a subject matter expert in clinical 
trials, observational research, and predictive modeling. Today we 
call it “data science”. Her latest project is tackling traumatic brain 
injuries with the intent to empower of patients and their caregivers. 
Lynne has recently launched a new start-up called, Power of 
Patients, that focuses on traumatic brain injuries. Her storytelling 
capabilities will captivate and encourage you. 

4:00 - 
4:45

CUNY Coalition for Students with 
Disabilities (CCSD)

Presentors: Leonard Blades, Luis Junior Alvarez, Lennyn Jacob, 
Bolotaeva, Abigail Thomas, Charmaine Townsell. 
CCSD is committed to increasing awareness, creating opportunity, 
and fostering community among CUNY's more than 9,000 students 
with disabilities.

5:15 - 
5:30 Closing Ceremony 
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Zoom 
Room 2

Time Event

12:45-1:15

Dr. Gelber
Dr. Gelber is a board certified outpatient psychiatrist. He 
provides psychotherapy and physiopharmacological 
services to a wide range of adult, adolescent, and child 
parents. His services include cognitive-behavioral 
therapy, psychodynamic therapy, and medication 
management for addictions, ADHD, anxiety, bipolar 
disorder, compulsive-impulsive spectrum disorders, 
depression, eating disorders, personality disorders, 
psychotic disorders, and relationship/self-esteem 
problems. His presentation intends to focus specifically 
on the diagnosis of and treatment for ADHD.

1:15-1:45

Kathy Sussel
Kathy Sussell is the creator of Bravo Life Coaching. She is a 
trained and experienced ADHD coach. She helps her clients 
build on their strengths and develop the skills and strategies 
one needs to minimize the difficulties of living with ADHD 
and meet the challenges of everyday life. 

3:15-4:00

Active Minds
Active Minds is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
raising mental health awareness among college students, 
via peer-to-peer dialogue and interaction. Columbia's 
chapter of Active Minds will lead a workshop of 
understanding neurological and psychiatric disability in 
terms of physical disability.

4:15-5:15

Konstantinos Margetis
Konstantinos Margetis, MD, PhD, is an Assistant 
Professor of Neurosurgery in the Department of 
Neurosurgery at the Mount Sinai Health System. He is 
the Chief of Neurosurgery at Mount Sinai Morningside, a 
trauma center verified by the American College of 
Surgeons. Dr. Margetis practices general neurosurgery 
and complex spine surgery at The Mount Sinai Hospital 
and Mount Sinai Morningside in Manhattan, New York.

Zoom 
Room 3

12:30-1:15

Jason Krellman
Dr. Krellman's doctoral research focused on cognitive, 
behavioral, and neuroanatomical phenotyping of inbred 
mouse strains. His clinically-focused research began with 
postdoctoral training in traumatic brain injury (TBI) 
rehabilitation research at the Mount Sinai School of 
Medicine,

Lecture Schedule (1/14) 
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Lecture Schedule (1/14)

Time Event

1:30 - 2:15

Compass Counseling
Compass Counseling and Psychotherapy 
provides outpatient therapy to children and 
adults, in home therapy to children and 
adolescents ages 5yrs to 21yrs and in 
home/community based supports and respite to 
adults with developmental disabilities 
throughout New Jersey.   

3:00 - 3:45 Karate Club - How to 
Fall

Jasper Howald has been practicing Goju-Ryu 
Karate for 18 years, and has held a black belt 
rank for the last 8 of those years. He regularly 
competes and teaches others, studying 
self-defense and personal safety best practices. 
His workshop will focus on how to fall safely in a 
way to avoid head injury. It is recommended 
that participants bring yoga mats if 
possible. 

4:00 - 5:00 Dr. Margaret Moline
Dr. Moline is the international project team 
leader and global medical affairs lead for new 
chemical entity for insomnia, approved for use in 
the US, Canada and Japan. She has worked in 
pharmaceutical companies including Purdue 
Pharma and Eisai Pharmaceuticals, where she is 
currently located. 

12:45 - 1:30 Lime Connect 
A global not for profit 501(c)(3) organization 
that's rebranding disability through achievement. 
Rene Forsythe is the Director of Professional 
Development for Lime Connect and is 
responsible for leading all professional 
development efforts for Lime Fellows, members 
of The Lime Network, and corporate and 
university partners. Her workshop will focus on 
how to disclose disability in the workplace. 

Zoom 
Room 3

Zoom 
Room 4
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